[image: image1.png]TripLe C











P.O. Box 248  .   Sabetha, KS  66534 .  (785) 284-3674  .   FAX (785) 284-3931


Website  www.triple-c-inc.com   E-Mail  gackerman@triple-c-inc.com    

November 8, 2003

Dan & Jerry,

We appreciate you taking time to stop by for a visit. I thought a few reference facts concerning each of our operations might be useful to you:

1) Cottonwood Cattle Company

2) I’m the 4th consecutive generation to continuously operate a cowherd on our family’s home place

3) My folks raised commercial and then Charolais cattle there during my “growing up” years

4) My maternal grandparents, and then my aunt and uncle and my folks owned and operated the local livestock auction for 45 years. I worked there in the yards from age 6 until we got married. Linda worked in the office for a total of about 5 years.

5) Linda was raised on a registered Angus operation in the Sabetha area

6) When we got married in 1973, we decided to pursue raising Simmental cattle, as we’d been so impressed with a set of ½ blood Galant/Angus females my employer owned

7) Cottonwood Cattle Company was formed in 1976, ASA Member # 25283

8) I believe we’ve registered cattle with ASA every year since

9) Our current breeding herd numbers right at 200 head

10) Approximately 60% of those females are black, and 40% are non-dilute red

11) 95% of the herd is polled

12) We market commercial bulls through our February sale to cattlemen in Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Colorado

13) We held female sales in 1999 and again in 2001

14) For the last several years, we’ve participated in the CCIP Steer Test, held at Solomon Valley Feeders, Beloit, KS with gratifying results (see attached document)

15) While we do utilize ET to increase production from a few elite females, we are much more focused on producing natural calves from all females in the herd. It is not unusual for visitors to note the phenotypic uniformity of the calf crop. When they realize that very few of the calves are ET sibs, they often comment about the herd’s ability to produce consistently from top to bottom.

16) With the ever-increasing commitment of our growing manufacturing business, we’ve long known that we were bordering on being too busy. This past spring, we leased the entire herd to Gramm Farms, Hancock, MN. We’re excited about the future of this alliance, and enjoy working with Rick and Julie.

17) After owning and taking care of cows for over 40 years, I’m enjoying this new-found freedom!

18) We’ll stay involved with servicing our customer base, slowly transferring them to Rick’s capable care.

19) Rick will be selling our Cottonwood genetics along with his GFI prefix cattle in his normal Minnesota sales. In addition, he’ll be bringing bulls and replacement females back to our place in early February to continue our traditional production sale here.

20) Linda and I are using our extra time and energy to visit our children more. We’ve also become very involved with the youth of our church and community. 

21) Linda serves 2 days a week as a volunteer member of our church staff. She is responsible for the computer generated media presentation that’s quickly becoming an important part of each of our Sunday services. Other duties involve the video and media outreach ministry as well as general support for the paid staff.

a) Our daughters are:

b) Shawn, 24, recently married to Jarrod Nichols, in her 3rd year at the University of Iowa’s School of Dentistry

c) Hailey, 21, in her 2nd year at the University of Missouri’s School of Medicine in Kansas City

d) Kaila, 18, a Freshman at Southwest Missouri State in Springfield, MO

1) Triple C, Inc.

2) In the mid and late ‘70s, we were desperate for a solution to our round bale feeding challenges. We’d tried and been disappointed with the commercially available equipment. Having been raised to view challenges as opportunities, I decided that there had to be a better way.

3) In 1979, after months of sketching, fabricating, modifying, etc., the first truck flatbed with a self-contained, self-storing round bale handler was completed in our farm shop.

4) We used the machine successfully for several years caring for our commercial and registered herds.

5) In 1983, after unsuccessfully attempting to sell the idea to different equipment manufacturers, we decided to try manufacturing and marketing the product ourselves.

6) Triple C (from the first letters of Cottonwood Cattle Company) was incorporated in December 1983, and we were in up to our necks building and marketing the Hydra Bed!

7) In the 20 years since, we’ve been very blessed and gratified by the success of the product and the company.

8) More than 6,000 Hydra Beds are now efficiently and dependably feeding cows on US and Canadian ranches and farms.

9) We have approximately 80 dealers in 24 states

a) Our customer list includes many of the country’s leading operations including: 

b) Simmental: Emmons, Dickinson, Taylor, Mohler, Moser, Rains, Sanders, Rivercreek, Rock Creek, Dennon, Cramton and others. 

c) Angus: Basin, Vermillion, Fink, Lyons, Circle A, Benoit, Van Dyke, Black Bear, Commander, Gartner-Denowh, Mission Hills, Bay, Larsen, Gates, Lukens, Mangen, Bradley, Spader, Jac’s Ranch, Maher, Munson, Veal, Beene, Conche, Powder River, Mill Brae, Assman, Keefer and others. 

d) Other seedstock operations: Haythorn Ranch, Beartooth Ranch, Turner Ranch, OW Ranch, Wyoming Hereford Ranch, Judd Ranch, Hubert Charolais and others. 

10) University beef operations: Wyoming State, Colorado State, Kansas State, Ft. Hays State, Ohio State

a) Specific equipment needs on our own operation have resulted in the development of a number of other designs that are now offered as accessory or companion products to the flagship Hydra Bed.

b) Hydraulic supplement and range cube feeder, the Hydra Feeder

c) Hydraulic post hole digger, the Hydra PHD

d) Hydraulic big square bale flaking machine, the Hydra FLKR

e) Tractor-mounted bale carrier/unroller, the Hydra TM-2000

f) 2-bale handler/unroller for trucks with existing flatbeds, the Hydra BD-2200

g) Loader attachment for loading, stacking and transporting big square bales, the Hydra Grabber

h) Box scraper attachment for the Hydra Bed, the Hydra BS760

i) Dump box attachment for the Hydra Bed, the Hydra DB200

11) A complete line of standard, ranch-duty flatbeds

12) The similarity in size, weight and shape of large reels of utility and communication cable to big round bales, has led to a budding new market in above and underground utility construction. Montana Power is currently using a pair of our Hydra Beds in this interesting new application. 

Feel free to call me and/or visit our web sites: www.Ackermans-Cottonwood.com and www.Triple-C-Inc.com for more information. Thanks again for stopping by, and have a good trip.

Sincerely, 

Galen R. Ackerman







